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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
December 24, 2019 2:30, 4:30 & 10:30 pm 
 

 

PRELUDE           
“Good Christian Men, Rejoice”; “Once in Royal David's City”; “Silent Night”- arr. David Cherwien 

“Carol of the Manger”  -arr. Dale Wood                   Organ - Linda Turpening 
 

2:30 pm:    
Peter Ahrens; “We Wish You a Merry Christmas” 
Brooke Solberg: “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 
Dane Ahrens: “Jingle Bells”       

4:30 pm 
Thomas Kroll: “Silent Night” 
Sydney Hamnes: “What Child is This?”      
   

CALL TO WORSHIP    
2:30 pm            “Virgin Slumber Song”   Megan Browning, Sue Heskin, Grace Monson         
4:30 pm           “Virgin Slumber Song”  Clara Kramer, Thea Kramer, Jenna Meyer 
10:30 pm         “Virgin Slumber Song”   Carolyn James, Grace & Mark Monson                                                     

 
GREETING 
 

HYMN (please stand) “O, Come, All Ye Faithful”  #283 
 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
 joyful and triumphant! 
 O come ye, O come ye to 

Bethlehem; 
 come and behold him, 
 born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain 
O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord! 
 
 

2 The highest, most holy, 
 light of light eternal, 
 born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
 Son of the Father 
 now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 
 
3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
 sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye citizens of heaven 

above! Glory to God in the highest:  
Refrain 

 
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick 
Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 



 
GREETING AND PRAYER  

P: Good news of great joy, light of life, grace and peace be with you all. 
 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
 

C: Those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 

P: On them light has shined. 
 

C: To us a child is born. 
 

P: To us a Son is given. 
 

C: Authority rests upon his shoulders. 
 

P: And he is named Wonderful Counselor, 
 

C: Mighty God, 
 

P: Everlasting Father, 
 

C: Prince of Peace. 
 

P: The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
 

C: And we have seen the glory of Jesus, 
 

P: The glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
 

C: Full of grace and truth. 
 

P: In him is life, 
 

C: And the life is the light of all people. 
 

P: Let us pray: 
 

C: Eternal God, you made this holy night shine with brightness of your true light.  Fill us 
with your peace, fill us with your love, fill us with new life in Christ, as he lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

              (please be seated) 
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HYMN “Once in Royal David’s City” #269 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
READING  Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness-- on them light has shined. 3 You have multiplied the nation, you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 
dividing plunder. 4 For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of 
their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  5 For all the boots of the tramping 
warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For a child 
has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His authority shall 
grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
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HYMN “Angels We Have Heard on High” #289 
 

 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 
 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
 and the mountains in reply, 
 echoing their joyous strains. 
 
REFRAIN 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
 gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
 
 
 

 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
 Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be 
 which inspire your heav'nly song?  

Refrain 
 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see  
 him whose birth the angels sing; 
 come, adore on bended knee 
 Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  

Refrain 

Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864 
 
READING  Luke 1:26-35 
  
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27 
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's 
name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you." 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30 The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34 Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I 
am a virgin?" 35 The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God.   
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON (2:30 & 4:30 pm)    

All sing the first two verses of “Away In a Manger” as the children are coming forward.   
Sing the last verse after the children’s sermon, as children are returning. 
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HYMN “Away In a Manger” #277 
1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
 the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 
 but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
 I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
 and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
 close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in your tender care 
 and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
 
 
READING  Luke 2:1-7 
 
1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  
 

MUSIC  
2:30PM    “Mary Did You Know?” Rick Gertsema 
4:30PM  “Night of Silence” Kayla Nyenhuis, SannaBerdahl 
10:30PM  “Night of Silence” Grace and Mark Monson 

 

GOSPEL (please stand)  Luke 2:8-20 
     8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see--I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of 

Text: North American, 19th cent. 
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David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 "Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  
         15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us." 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But 
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
 

 
SERMON  Pastor Dave Mesner  

 

 
HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  #279 

 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
 how still we see thee lie! 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
 the silent stars go by; 
 yet in thy dark streets shineth 
 the everlasting light. 
 The hopes and fears of all the years 
 are met in thee tonight. 
 

2 How silently, how silently 
 the wondrous gift is giv'n! 
 So God imparts to human hearts 
 the blessings of his heav'n. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 No ear may hear his coming; 
 but, in this world of sin, 
 where meek souls will receive 

him, still 
 the dear Christ enters in. 
 
3 O holy child of Bethlehem, 
 descend to us, we pray; 
 cast out our sin, and enter in, 
 be born in us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels 
 the great glad tidings tell; 
 oh, come to us, abide with us, 
 our Lord Immanuel! 
 

 
 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                               (please stand) 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the  
  Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living  
  and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen.

 
                                                     (please be seated) 
 

 
HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” #270  

 
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn king; 
 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled." 
 Joyful, all you nations, rise; 
 join the triumph of the skies; 
 with angelic hosts proclaim, 
 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 
Refrain 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn king!" 
 

2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
 Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
 late in time behold him come, 
 offspring of a virgin's womb. 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
 Hail, incarnate deity! 
 Pleased as man with us to dwell, 
 Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 
 
 
 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
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CHRISTMAS PRAYERS                   (please remain seated) 

 
P: As the heavens and earth are filled with the grace and peace of the Word made flesh, 

let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
  

 A brief silence 
 

 Mighty God, King of peace, strengthen the leaders of nations in their service, that all 
the corners of the earth may be filled with your justice and righteousness.  God of 
grace and peace, 

C: hear us, we pray. 
 

P: Give voice to your church, that we proclaim Christ in our midst and live out the good 
news of his birth among us.  God of grace and peace, 

C: hear us, we pray. 
 

P: Shelter those who are homeless, poor, lonely, and despised of the world.  Break the 
yoke of their burdens and grant them your joy.  God of grace and peace, 

C: hear us, we pray. 
 

P: Console those who are homebound, hospitalized and sick.  Enfold them with your light 
and healing.  God of grace and peace, 

C: hear us, we pray. 
 

P: Make room in our hearts for all who join us in worship, and call to mind those absent 
from us, that our common bonds of faith may be strengthened.  God of grace and 
peace, 

C: hear us, we pray. 
 

P: Enliven this congregation with your Word made flesh, that we may be signs of Christ’s 
presence in the world.  God of grace and peace, 

C: hear us, we pray. 
 

P: Hold us in unity with all the saints, that together we may share in the joyful song of 
the heavenly hosts.  God of grace and peace, 

C: hear us, we pray. 
 

P: Hear our prayer, gracious God, as we rejoice in the Word made flesh, your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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OFFERING   
2:30PM  “Star of Bethlehem”   Megan Browning-Baldes, Sawyer Baldes 
4:30PM  “Christmas Music”    Lauren Nyenhuis, Rachael Perlinger 
10:30PM  “Dost Thou in a Manger Lie”   - arr. Robert Powell 
 

 
CANDLE LIGHTING SERVICE  

  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the 
beginning with God; all things were made through him…In him was life, and the life was the light 

of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
- John 1:1-5 

 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
- Isaiah 60:1 

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  
those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has shined 

- Isaiah 9:2 
 

To symbolize the spreading of the light of Christ into the world, for all people, the Light spreads 
from the altar candles to the farthest corners of the Sanctuary.   

As God’s people leave this worship service, we bring the Light of Christ with us wherever we go - 
to family, friends, workplaces and beyond. 

 
CANDLE LIGHTING “Silent Night” #281 

   

1 Silent night, holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace, 
 sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
2 Silent night, holy night! 
 Shepherds quake at the sight; 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 

       heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

3 Silent night, holy night! 

 Son of God, love's pure light 

 radiant beams from your holy face, 

 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 

 Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-
1885 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread; 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us; 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  Now and forever. Amen 
 
 

BENEDICTION 
 
 

HYMN “Joy to the World” #267 
 

(* Please extinguish your candles as the hymn begins *) 

 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature 

sing. 
 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, 

and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
 
 

 
 
3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 

nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings 

flow 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
4 He rules the world with truth and 

grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

POSTLUDE            “Christians, Be Joyful” (from Christmas Oratorio) - J.S.Bach 
      “Gloria!” - arr. Gilbert Martin       Organ - Linda Turpening 
 



  

 
 
Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd wishes to express thanks to the following people who 
have shared poinsettias and gifts to Honduras this Advent and Christmas Season: 

Poinsettias have been given in loving memory of: 

Family by Nan & Jerry Asperheim  

John (Jack) Bowe and Todd Bowe by the Bowe family 

My husband and family members by Kathy Gustafson 

Steve Guttormsson by Rosemary Guttormsson  

Parents Artelle & John Hed by Barb Hanson  

Kay and Barney Johnson, Wally and Billy Lindgren by Joe and Lin Johnson 

Pearl & Art Keenan and Carol & Andy Sather by Karen and John Keenan 

James Klopp (grandson), James Peterson, and Albert & Doris Klopp (parents) by Deb and 

Mike Klopp 

Family and Friends by Christine Krautbauer 

Bernie & Elaine Lehna and Debbie Blustin by Sue Lehna 

Our parents and grandparents Adeline & Francis Loeffler, Pat & Harold Kemp by Rosie & Ken 

Loeffler-Kemp family  

Jackie McNamee and Janice & Thomas Kroll by their children and grandchildren 

Mr. & Mrs. D. G. Moseley by Rachel and Jim Moseley 

Parents, Mr. & Mrs. Martin & Doris Munson and Rev. & Mrs. Carl & Ethel Sandgren by Roger 

and Helen Munson 

Our parents by Arlene and Glenn Olson 

Olive Piper and Velva Knorr (mothers) by Pastor Dave Mesner and Pastor Joyce Piper 

Artelle & John Hed by Shirley & Jerry Pommerville 

Morris and Elizabeth Kane by Steve and Lynn Saxe, Lavie, Sara and Alex 

Richard Seidelmann, Russ & Helen Hedlund by Tom and Julie Seidelmann 
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Poinsettias have also been given in honor of: 

Tommy and Lucas Menz (grandsons) by John and Nancy Carlson 

My children and Grandchildren by Rosemary Guttormsson 

Julie Nicholson, Evan & Jack by Grandma Barb Hanson 

Jamie & Eric Gundersen, Mackenzie, Madison, Lily, and Liam by Grandma Barb Hanson 

Sue Peterson (mother) and children & spouses and grandchildren by Deb and Mike Klopp 

Family and Friends by Christine Krautbauer 

Celebration of our granddaughter’s (Tara Siefert) graduation from the US Naval Academy on   

December 18th from LouAnne & Dick Siefert 

Friends and Family (gifts from God) by Linda Susens 

 

Donations have been made to Honduras in memory of: 

Cora Cayemberg by Nancy & Ray Cayemberg 

Kay & Barney Johnson and Wally & Billy Lindgren by Lin and Joe Johnson 

Edward Schafer by Dona Schafer and family 

Harlin Mesner and George Piper by Pastors Dave Mesner and Joyce Piper 

 

 

Donations have been made to Honduras in honor of: 

Tommy & Lucas, our grandson’s by Nancy & John Carlson 

Our Honduran Companion Synod by Pat & Tom O’Brian 

Christ’s Birth by Ruthie Tryon 

Our Honduran Companion Synod by Paula Tsufis 

LCGS Ministry by Linda Susens 
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Christmas Worship Schedule 
 

DECEMBER 25TH .......................... CHRISTMAS DAY 
 10:00 AM ........ Worship & Communion (Gathering Area) 

DECEMBER 29TH  ....................... FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
 10:00 AM ........ Worship & Communion (Sanctuary) 

The church office will be closed December 27th and January 1st 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

1325 North 45th Avenue East · Duluth MN 55804  
218.525.1922  

Email: office@lcgsduluth.org · www.lcgsduluth.org 

A Community of Christ Experiencing God, Reaching Out, Nurturing Faith 

 

 
 

Katie Kaiser Rich, Director of Youth & Family Ministry; Debbie Sanders, Director Good Shepherd Choir; 
Linda Turpening, Organist;  

Christine Whitcomb, Office Manager; Amie Abenth, Communications Coordinator,  
Sydney Fischer, Nursery Director; Stef Regenold, Greg Susens, Custodians 

              Lead Pastor David E. Mesner                              Pastor Timothy P. Berdahl 

 

 

Thank you to the following individuals who assisted in today’s worship service:     

Greeters ................................  Lara Ahrens (2:30); Kathy & Jim Skoog (4:30) Sue Boman (10:30) 
Ushers .........................................  Mary & Dick Husby, Rosie & Ken Loeffler-Kemp Family (2:30)  
 ....................................................... Jim Skoog, Dave Kreager, Ron Gullicks, Dave Johnson (4:30) 
 ........................................................................................................... Grace Monson (10:30)    
Lay Readers ....................................... Jen Julsrud (2:30); Pat Earley (4:30); Mark Monson (10:30) 
Offering Counters ................................................... Tom Seidelmann, John Boutin, Jim Moseley, 
 ....................................................................... Sulo Kangas, Dave Kreager, Sheila & Scott Stevens 
Organist ................................................................................................................. Linda Turpening 
Acolytes.......................................................................................  Ian Kroll, Aubrey Schmalz (4:30) 
Trumpet (2:00) ............................................................................................................ Craig Bursch 
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Merry Christmas! 

 
From Pastor Dave, Pastor Tim  

& 

 The Staff of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 


