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Church of the Good Shepherd 
1325 North 45''̂  Avenue East, Duluth, Minnesota 55804-1507 

Church telephone: (218) 525-1922 • Church email: office@lcgsduluth.org 

February 15,2021 

Dear Members and Friends of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 

After being with you as pastor for the past 23 years, I will now be leaving to be 
available as an Interim Pastor in our Synod. I have been so blessed to be with you all 
these years, and will treasure the memories I have of each of you. My last day will be in 
four weeks, on March 15. 

As much as I have loved the ministry we have shared, 1 now experience a strong pull to be 
involved in Interim Ministry. This is a specialized ministry where a pastor comes to be with 
congregations during the transition times between pastors. Many of you know of the training 1 have 
received over the years in family and congregational systems through the Georgetown Family Center in 
DC. This training can be especially helpful for congregations in times of transition. 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd is blessed in so many ways. This congregation sparkles 
with faithful ministry, creativity, caring outreach, music, leadership, excellent staff, thoughtfulness, 
warmth, all-age vitality, and a blessed history passed on to us from previous generations. And all this is 
permeated with the love of Christ I have seen you showing to each other throughout the years. 1 have 
seen how you are there for each other in times of laughter and times of tears, sometimes teasing each 
other, sometimes with deep listening, sometimes with a hand on the other's shoulder or a hug of 
compassionate care. God is working through you all. 

I give thanks to God for the years I got to be with you. Twenty-three years is a third of my life; 
how wonderful that 1 got to have these years with you. I wish you all the best, 1 will continue to hold 
you in my prayers, and will continue to give thanks to God for all the ministry unfolding through you as 
individuals and as a congregation. 

God's blessings to you all. 

Pastor Tim Berdahl 
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