
March 17, 2021 
 

Dear members and friends of Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, 
 

 Pastor Tim Berdahl has served this congregation as an effective, creative, Spirit-led Pastor for 23 
years. We were saddened to learn of his discernment to serve Christ as an Intentional Interim Pastor in 
our Synod. But we also realize that his new calling will be a wonderful expression of the spiritual gifts he 

has shared with us. His training and experience will be valuable to many other congregations as he 
assists them in navigating the transition between pastors. 
 We have now entered a time of pastoral transition with three periods: 

 
Ending Well: celebrating, thanking and blessing Pastor Tim 

 The power of thanksgiving is expressed in specificity. We as a community had the opportunity to 
celebrate and thank Pastor Tim for his unique gifts to us through the online worship services posted on 
March 7 and March 14. Those services are still available on our website, www.lcgsduluth.org. Thank you 

to all who shared words, music, scripture, stories and photos. Thank you to all in this community who 
helped shape Pastor Tim into the servant that he is. He will carry us to others through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. We blessed Pastor Tim with a Conclusion of Call Liturgy. 

 
Interim Period: creating space for discernment 

 The purpose of the interim period is to provide pastoral coverage for the congregation so that 
we may discern the particular shape of mission and staffing God is calling us to employ moving forward. 
Bishop Amy Odgren and Deacon Brenda Tibbetts, Assistant to the Bishop, have had conversations with 

Pastor Dave and the Vision Council, and will recommend an interim pastor to fit our unique situation. 
The Vision Council will interview this person, who will then serve on our staff for an indefinite period of 
time while the call process unfolds. This will be a time of significant congregational input into the shape 

of our mission and vision. The interim period will likely be happening during our staged re-entry to in-
person worship. This process will happen as soon as an Interim Candidate is recommended. 

 
Call Process: looking to the future 
 We will engage in a process of mission and vision clarification and discernment: What mission is 

God calling us to at this moment? What mission emphases stir our hearts? What spiritual gifts and level 
of experience are we looking for on our staff at this time? A congregational survey will be presented to 

the congregation to collect input and priorities. We will prepare a “Ministry Site Profile” to express these 
priorities and guide the call process. The Vision Council will appoint a Call Committee to represent the 
congregation in the search process. The Holy Spirit will guide us in this mission. 

 
 God is with us! Through the pandemic and on the threshold of a new song, this community of 
Christ will listen to the voice of God and live out its mission of worship that welcomes all, reaching out 

locally and globally with the love of Christ, and nurturing the faith of all ages. 
 

Thank you for your active and essential part in this exciting process, 
 
Cyndi Venberg, Vision Council President   Pastor Dave Mesner, Lead Pastor 

http://www.lcgsduluth.org/

